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To maintain religious equality must not the State
be wholly neutral or agnostic in its relation to the
religions of the world ?

The duty of toleration in religion and in polities
was an undeveloped novelty before the middle of
the seventeenth century, although the idea of
religious toleration has been traced in germ to
the Council of Toledo. Intolerance, whether in
theory or practice, is no distinctive peculiarity
of the Eoman Church, which indeed might main-
tain its spiritual claims without using this instru-
ment to support them. Scottish presbyterians
were later in acknowledging this part of social
ethics than conformist and nonconformist English-
men. The "Larger Catechism" of the West-
minster Assembly includes "toleration" among
sins forbidden by the second commandment.
John Owen, the Independent divine, was a warm
advocate of religious toleration, but on grounds
different from Chillingworth and Jeremy Taylor,
or even from Locke, who "esteemed toleration
to be the chief characteristical mark of the true
Church, as it is of that faith which works, not
by force, but by love."

I am sure that these questions were not treated
in an adequate manner in my essay, but thers,
